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Welcome to the October edition of the newsletter. After a frantic season with some ups and
downs along the way the league cricket is sadly coming to an end. Well done to all the players
who stuck at it throughout the season, but there are plenty more events before the end of
2011 going on at the club to come and support! www.dartfordcc.co.uk

THIS ISSUE: Updated Events List for your Diaries!
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NEW CLUB TIE

We are shortly taking delivery of a newly
redesigned pure silk club tie incorporating
the new club badge. Delivery is due in time
for the annual dinner & dance and the cost is
£20. Orders are being taken now and require
payment in advance or on delivery. We hope
that all Senior members will wear one to the
Dinner and Dance and there may be forfeits
for anyone who doesn’t, you have been
warned!!!

Enquiries and orders to Jim on 07736360231
or jim.lowrie@lloydstsb.co.uk

INDOOR CRICKET

Craig Partridge is currently trying to
organise a team for a winter indoor league.
If you are interested please email him
Craig.Partridge@southwark.gov.uk

MISSING KIT

Some items have been handed in but there
is still a medium hoody missing, and there
is a large pair of shorts unclaimed! Please
let me know! craniel23@googlemail.com
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EQUIPMENT STOCKTAKE

In the next few weeks | will be conducting a
Stock take of all cricket equipment held at
Hesketh Park. Please ensure that if you have
any of our equipment it is returned to the
store room. If there is any equipment you
feel needs replacing or anything that the club
could use please email me at
craniel23@googlemail.com
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Dartford Cricket Club

Golf Society

Throughout the winter and
spring there will be Golf Society

days at local courses, so if there

are any members or parents

out there who would like to get Q

involved please let us know!

Speak to Alex on 07930 464043

or alexfarmer@dartfordcc.co.uk
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DCC QUIZ NIGHT

Friday 18 November at 7:30pm
Our quiz master Surge Birring returns for one of his hugely popular quiz nights!
Please get your team together and book your table in advance
Teams of 6 people - Adults £5 and ul6s £3.
Always proves to be a good fun night for young and old so please come along!

Contact Surge to book - 07876 493559 or surge.birring@Illoydstsb.co.uk

2011 AGM

Sunday 4th December
As always, a very important event in the year.

This is for all members including juniors and their parents, with vital information and
decisions about the running of the club and our future.

Including election of 2012 club officials and captains!

Please make a note of the date now and make every effort to attend.
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FAMILY CHRISTMAS PARTY AND AUCTION OF TIME PROMISES — CLUB FUNDRAISER

SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER
7:30pm at Hesketh Park

£20 for adults

£10 for children aged 13 and under
Includes hot curry buffet and

% bottle wine (for adults!)

This year DCC will be holding its first ever family Christmas party as a great way to celebrate the
festive season, and there will be a hot curry buffet (from Green Spice) and wine included!
During the Christmas party, we will be holding an auction to raise funds for the Club. We are
looking for people to get further involved with the Club and we would like you (members,
parents, wives, grandparents!) to donate your time and skills which can then be auctioned off
on the night to the highest bidder.

Promises of time that have already been donated are:

eFour-ball golf ticket for Woodlands Manor

eThree course Indian meal for 6 people to be cooked and served in the highest bidder's house
(cost of ingredients not included)

eSet of brand new golf clubs

eWilliam & Josh Slater (Colts) have promised to wash somebody's car.. under adult supervision!
e2 x 1hr 121 cricket training sessions with Adam Clarke

*a free gas boiler service (replacement parts not included)

A pair of handmade curtains / cushions / a blind or bedspread (fabrics/materials not included)

Please note that it is only the time that is being auctioned, materials/parts etc. are not
included. Tickets are expected to go fast so get yours now!

To either book your tickets (stating whether adult/child) or donate your skill for the auction,
please contact Michelle Slater michelle.slaterl@ntlworld.com or 07973 787707

Some examples!

a handyman who will spend a morning, afternoon or day doing odd jobs for somebody; a

painter/decorator who will donate a day of decorating; someone who can bake a cake for a special
occasi on; an account ant acavdeer twdutlug or bliild dhdlvingp ut s o
tree/shrub trimming/landscaping; An electrician who can, for example, put up some lights; A Pedicure; A
Manicure; An Indian head massage; A Haircut; Some ironing or a spring clean; A plumber who can fit a

new radiator; A designer who can design a room for someone; A teacher who can provide some lessons;
Someone who can help with a website design or provide other computer services; A burglar alarm

service; Carpet cleaning; Driving lesson(s); Plasterer; The list is endless!


mailto:michelle.slater1@ntlworld.com

k' Dartford Cricket Club’s
Ale Festival
Wt 29t October 2011

Choose from over 30 different Ales
Ciders and Wines.

In conjunction with The Mayor Of
Dartford supporting his charities.

Doors open at 12:00pm.

f2 Entrance
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ACADEMY END OF SEASON PRESENTATION NIGHT — 3RP SEPTEMBER

U11 Batting: Laven Selvaratnam; U11 Bowling: Henry Clark; U13 Batting: Freddie Bell; U13 Bowling: Kerron Selvaratnam

‘1 :

Not pictured;

U11 Managers — Ayush Gupta
U13 Managers — Tom Rodrigues
Hat-trick — Charlie Mackrill

Les Knapp ul7 trophy — Ross
Thompson
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A GREAT RESULT IN THE TUCK SHOP’S FIRST SEASON

Tim, Nicola, lan and Michelle would like to thank everybody for their support in the Tuck
Shop’s first season. As you know, we ‘set up shop’ at every home match for the U11’s
and most U13 games at Waller Park; all Monday night training sessions and at the
Lashings match held in July, plus a couple of District matches hosted at Hesketh Park.

We have sold teas, coffees, soft drinks, sweets, crisps, fruit items and biscuits; and run
the barbecue during the parents v colts match held on Sunday 28 August and also at the
Presentation Night.

This year, including the raffle at Presentation Night, we managed to raise an amazing
total of £808.83! All of this money will be used to help improve the club, particularly
the Colts section.

We have already used some money to buy the Presentation Night medals for all Under
14 Colts and to buy some training aids (a crazy catcher and batting mat — see below)
which can be used by, not only the Colts, but also the seniors.

In addition to all parents and juniors that have supported our fundraising we would also
like to thank; Alex Farmer; Alex Fox for the use of his sound system at Presentation
Night and for the fantastic photographs; Jo and Doug (Nicola Clark’s sister and brother-
in-law) for running the bbq; Dave Hill and everybody else at the club who helped out on
Presentation Night.

See you next year!
The Clarks & The Slaters

P.S If you have any ideas or suggestions for how we can improve next year or want to
get involved please let one of us know.

Batting mat Crazy Catch Upstart Rebound
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WHO’S WHO

Next up is Club Legend Nei
Current Roles at DCC

- Vice Chairman

_ . . . Il
Chair of Cricket Committee Ill‘|"1 l,” ih

- Grounds Manager for Hesketh Park & Waller Park
- Groundsman, Waller Park.

| first joined Dartford CC in the winter of 1979/80, shortly
after starting a new teaching job as Head of PE at The
Downs School (now The Leigh Technology Academy) just
a stone’s throw across the road from Hesketh Park.

My first season playing 1st Xl cricket for Dartford was 1980, and I’'ve been a club member as
player and administrator ever since.

Within a year or so of joining | had been elected to the role of Team Secretary which involved
co-ordinating selection of players for all of the teams that we fielded each weekend. In those
days of the early 80s we ran 3 Saturday and 3 Sunday Xls. The Team Secretary had no vote in
selection meetings, and the Captains were responsible for informing their own players where
they were playing, but if any players cried off they had to inform the Team Sec. and he then
had to ensure that those players were replaced and that the captains affected by the changes
in their teams were fully informed. As those closely involved in selection in recent years will
appreciate, | spent most of my time during midweek evenings on the phone! And this was of
course in those ancient times before mobile phones, internet, Facebook, Twitter etc.

In 1987 | traded the Team Secretary job, for that of Fixture Secretary, taking over from Derek
Ufton, and | stayed in that role for 24 years until James Fitzgerald took it over from me at the
beginning of the 2011 season.

| was elected as Club Captain in 1988, and captained DCC 1st XI for the 1988-90 seasons. |
also captained the 2ndXI for 3 seasons during the 1990s.

I am an ECB Level 2 Coach, Coach Assessor, and a qualified ECB/ACO umpire.

My current role as Vice-Chairman is to support our Chairman as far as possible in many of the
playing and organisational aspects of the club’s management. | Chair the Cricket Committee,
and lam also the General Committee member responsible for the maintenance and
development of the playing facilities at both grounds. | also lead on the actual preparation of
pitches in my role as groundsman at Waller Park.

This is a good opportunity however, to point out that DCC’s grounds maintenance is not down
to one person, but to a Grounds Team including Mac Costen, Dave Cullingham, Terry Reynolds,
Peter Hughes, myself, and various others from time to time. We are always on the lookout for
new recruits, young or old, on a part-time regular or occasional basis, to join the team and add
to the work force at Hesketh Park or Waller Park.
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NIE TEAMWERR

FOWERED BY SPORTREACH

This year as you will know we made a decision to go with Nike as our new kit supplier as the offered a
quality product at a reasonable cost with a far improved system of delivery. | recently met with Rob Clilverd
who owns Sport Reach who supply the kit and we discussed at length the feedback i’d had. Rob was very
receptive to the feedback we had and is very keen to develop the relationship we have and sees cricket as
an area he can really develop his business further. | wanted therefore to try and respond to some of that
feedback and let you some of the things we have agreed and hope to do next year to improve the offer we
have.

WHello- its Rob Clilverd here and | want to support what Jim has already outlined. We are very committed
to getting cricket right, as we believe there is a significant market and no other cricket supplier seems to
have got their offer right yet. From my meeting with Jim, there were a few key areas raised (Robs
O2YYSyiGa Ay o0fdzS 06St2600Q

Delivery timescales
The standard delivery for items is 21 days which | know many of you have said is too long and compared to

places like Amazon, probably is. Amazon however are not delivering bespoke club branded items and 21
days compares very favourably to other cricket kit suppliers. The online facility also offers many benefits
over many of these as some only allow 1 order point each year unless sufficient numbers are wanted. In
terms of meeting the 21 deadline analysis shows that 35% were dispatched later than 21 days however
35% were sent within 10 days, half of which went out within a day. The majority of the later deliveries were
in the early orders and were due to stock issues with jumpers and caps.

The simple fact is your destiny is very much in your own hands as we have the benefit of being able to
order 24 hours a day, 365 days a year so you need to plan for next year in the knowledge that it will take up
to 21 days to receive your kit. Don't order a playing shirt a week before the first game next year and be
surprised when it doesn't arrive. To help you we plan that at the signing on day in January we will have a
supply of stock for purchase although this will be limited obviously.

Postage costs
This is simple economics and is dictated by the carrier and either postage is an ‘add on’ or is hidden within

the cost of items as many companies do. There are obvious ways to minimise this and spread the cost such

as coordinating orders with friends and family and ordering everything you want in 1 go. | am aiming to

offer the facility for items to be ordered and delivered for signing on night in addition to having some stock
available as mentioned above so saving postage costs. If you want to be certain that your chosen item is
available you will however need to pre order and | will let you have details of how to do this nearer the

time.

Rob said; The facts are that delivery costs today are £4.95 for a package up to 1.3kgs and that is sent
NEO2NRSR RSt AGOSNES (2 SyadaNBS GKS (1Al &2dz KI @
1.3kgs would be a shirt, polo, t shirt, trousers and a rain jacket. Over this weight, we send it out DHL, at
£6.95 and that will cover a parcel up to 25kgs.
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Sizing

This is probably the single biggest issue I've had feedback on, particularly about the larger playing shirts.
To resolve this, ideally by the AGM but more likely for signing on day (which | propose is at the end of
March to allow time for delivery) we will have samples of all sizes of the actual items, particularly
playing shirts, available for people to try on. In the mean time there are enough people with a variety of
sizes of training items that you should be able to try on and get a feel for size but if you are struggling let
me know and I'll put you in touch with people.

w20 alART W28 IINB g2NJAy3a 6A0GK bA1S LYRALF 066Fk
and ensure all the shapes of cricketers are catered for. We fully appreciate there is a size variation
across some of the items- a large cricket shirt for example is smaller than a large polo. Across the
winter we will be addressing the size range and also get the labelling on the site and the actual
garments themselves much clearer. We have agreed with Jim that we will come down on the
registration night with a box full of samples, hopefully some playing shirts and trousers for you to try
and buy.

Stock availability

Issues this year include discontinued stock e.g. shorts, unavailable items e.g. beanies playing jumpers
and polo's. Rob is working on this and | hope to have solutions and strong reassurances about the
robustness of stock availability by the New Year. He has however updated me on the issues of jumpers
and caps

Rob said; Nike UK does not supply these items and so we have had to source them from other
suppliers. We have not been particularly impressed with the quality or the speed of delivery from
Hunts (the recommended provider of jumpers) and we have now found another company to source
both these from. We have also had some clubs wanting to go back into a more traditional woollen
jumper or sleeveless and we are keen to try and assess the demand from our clubs- please let Jim
know if this appeals to you too.

Returns policy
Again some confusion has caused 1 or 2 issues during the season and it's probably worth re

emphasising that the policy we have is that any items returned undamaged will be refunded or
exchanged. Just call the Sports reach office to arrange and Rob has assured me his team understand the
agreement we have

Incorrect branding, colours, badges etc

This issue should now be solved. Sports reach have now installed a new computer system which
manages all aspects of the process and removes the human element of the process

My desire to provide a consistent look and quality product across the whole club remains strong and |
hope this note goes a long way to restoring confidence and encouraging you to order the new Nike kit
range. I'd love to see an end to different colour and branded clothing particularly caps as if we look like
one club it helps build the one club culture and we should be proud to wear our badge on our kit!

Thanks for your time, as always if you have anything you want to discuss please give me a call
Jim (aka Gower)
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If you are interested in obtaining copies of these
photographs please email Alex Fox at

alex foxq04@hotmail.com
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